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18 November, 1943 
-“* Doctor Radin: 


at ay must tell you somemoere about the city which I told you 

about in my previous letters. It seema that I missed the 

more interesting part of that city until one night when I 

and another companion happened to run into a Colonel in the 

street. I had just come out of a book store, holding a 

- Chinese-English Dictionary in my hand when suddenly a voice 

_ behind me said, "Is that a dictionary you have?" I turned 

around, and there was a very congenial Colonel standing in 

"back of me. J don't know him, I never met him before. 2 
_ told ‘the Colonel that I just bought the book, and that I 

_ am looking for somemore books at a more reasonable price. 

¥ f 7 ‘ A 

_ hat started him off.. "Have you been to the Thief's Market ™ 

. he asked. I told him no; thet I don't. know the town well 

since I am only a newcomer. Then he started in a very interesting 

way telling us all about the Thief's Market, what goes on » = | 

there, what is sold there. “And there are many book shops,". S. ~ 

_ . he added, “where you can get good rates on books." en 


A ue ®: 


"Where is the place?* I asked hin. 


"Tt's not far from here," he answered, “and if you two ere 
mot doing anything special, I'll be glad to show you around." 
_ We followed him, for we were anxious to visit a place which 
sounded so intrigings 


_ Not only was the Thief's Market interesting. It is much 

_ more than that. The people, the articles which were sold, 

_ the manner in which they were sold, all these, combined 

_ with the busy athmosphere of articles, money, changing 
_-hands constantly, the bright lights, all the varied hetero- 
geneous goods, old, new, stolen, well- it was indeed aN unfor- 
getable experience. 


_ It is easy to see, thinking back now, why it was. that we 

have missed this interesting place, despite the numerous 
times we have been to town. The market place is located 
oma stone throw from what proves to be the brightest, the 

_ fost interesting, the most busy street in the town. Why is it 
\ Soe Se have missed such a big, busy street before? The reason 


A large massive tower¢stands at the very entrance of that 
_ street. This brick tower is wide enough to completely hide 
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the street, the busy activities, the sights from all 
directions. The only possible way to know that such an 
interesting section cf the town exist is to go into it 
unexpectedly, or if one takes the trouble to go around the 
huge tower, and discovers for himself that there is such a 
wonderland. 


But to go back to the Colonel. While we were walking on 

the street, he took the opportunity to tell us something of 

his life, It's a funny thing. We were compete strangers to 
him, yet he talked to us like we were old friends. He reminded 
me very much of the Colonel I used to work for in San 
Francisco. This Colonel speaks perfect Mandarin, without a 
single trace of English accent. He used to live in China 


a-score of years ago. Had been up in the northern parte (OF 


China, ha@ been to the Southern seaports of Canton. The 
war brought him back here after an absence of over fifteen 
years. 


Well, we entered that bright long street behind the tall 

tower. We walked about a block, turned left and walked 

two blocks, turned right and we were in the midst of*huge 
shuffling crowd. On beth sides of the sidewalk, the open 
hapa littered the street like dead Japs in the battlefields 
of na... 


Here one can find anything from a snap button to large 
beautiful vases which apparently cost a good fortune. The 
people running these open air shops are old, and look poor. 
Many Of the articles sold here are old, second handed, but 
the majority of the merchandise is mew!) wertypical ‘Thief's 
Market shop looks like this. On the sidewalk is spread a 
large thick cloth, usually about four feet square, and on 


top of this is displayed in neat rows and bundles all the 
wares for sale. — 


One thing about this interesting section of tom. It is 
possible to bargain and argue over prices like in India. 


ae it the buyer is persistent enough, he can cut the price down 


from ten to thirty percent. Sometimes even, forty percent. 


Another’Sgg. thing, in the street where the Thief's Market is 
located, we see the one-man-walking store, This person usually 
carries all the articles he has to se#l on his person, or else 
in a big suitcase. He walks among the busy buyers, stopping 
this one and that ome, to show his goods,(usually second hand 
stuff). Over here we see a man holding an old wrist watch 

in his hands. His eyes are searching the crowd for a potential 
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buyer. He sees one. He stops him. The potential buyer 

takes the watch in his hands and examines it carefully. There 
is argument over the price. This one shakes his head. That one 

_,. Shakes his head. The watch is handed back. No sale. Another 

potential buyer is spotted. He takes the watch and fingers it 

_ Slowly... He turns it around. His eyes speak approval. This one 


_ . talks. That one;, nods his head. A sale-is made. 


' These one man shops mingle with the crowd, and clutter up the 
_ The Colonel spoke again, "Do you know why they call this the 
_ Thief's Market?" I shook my head. "Well," he said, "whenever. 
_ anybody loses anything, he always come to this place. to see 
_ dif it is being offered for sale. Lost articles have a funny 
" . way of turning up here." 

yy oe 


_ . One can always tell, after he has shopped here ré than once,, 
_ that all articles are sold at a price. more that they are worth. 

_ A buyer goes up to. one of these open air sheos.” He asks about 

_ the price. If he is unfamiliar with the routine here, he may 4 

' pay the first original price that is asked. If. he has had some 

experience in dealing with the people here, he will bargain 

at the prices, or else walk away,..in which ease, ‘the shop 

_. keeper will call opt, "How much will you give?" From then 


A on, it's rather easy to name one's own price. 


* 


_ The thieveS" set their shops on the sidewalk right in front 
Sa of regular stores. The one man walking shops do their 
_ business, up and down the streets in front: of the thieves'shops, 
_. so actually there are thred places doing business simultaneously. 


The regular stores which line the street in profusion sell 
everything at a fixed rate. Here it is very hard to bargain. 


"I alway like to come here," the Colonel said, "it's really 

_ very interesting to watch the people, and to talk to them." 

_ He went from one place to another, looking at articles which 

_ he liked, talking in pure Mandarin. Many of the Chinese 

were amazed that a white man can speak such good Chinese. They. 
Be pathetiin a large crowd and stared at him, almost sont: believing 
_ their ears. At one sidettalk shop, the Golonel saw a nice — 
carved teatray, lined on the inside with brightly shining 
stones. He immediately became interested in it, 


"How much is that?" he asked the shopkeeper. 

_ "A thousand dollars," the shopkeeper said. . The Colonel took 
_ the tray in his hand and stared at. it for a long time. He 
put it under a light and kept turning the tray over and over, 

"It's a beautiful thing," he said to us in English. "I have 
_ one similiar to this at home which I bought many years ago. 
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- At that time, one can pick up something like this for much much 
less than the present. price." This Colonel.is an old hend in 

_ dealing with these people. He made the shopkeeper cut the price 
down to 7900.00. -"I like to come back in the afternoon tomorrow 
"and look at this: article in the sunlight," he said to us. "This 
uray is really beautiful, and I very tempted to bur 5 ip: : 


fey 

' The Colonel took us into several book shops, but I wasn't able 
to find exactly what I. wanted. . He also told us about other 
interesting sections of the town. It really would be an 
' experience if it were possible te Kometime with him, and let fim 
- show us the sights. He took leave of us soon, after a couple of 
‘hours. I never did find out his neme, although he's, in the 
artillery, by his insignia which he wears. I thought that that” 
we was the last we'iljever see of him. But one day, while I was) 
' doing some work in the Adjutant's office, where I am now temporarily 
) Sworking,. he came in... I recognized him immediately. He was in — 
oa +a terrible hurry, and I never did have a-chance to say hello to 
him, which T would have liked to very much, 

4 i i : . ; . 

a ALter. the Colonel left us, we walked along the pusy mein street, 
" which was only two, blocks away. This street stréthes from 

where’ the tall tower ends, and sf up about twelve long blocks. 

| Here are located all the jewelry Stores, one next to another, 

» all the paper shops, clustered together, big department stores, 

) photo studios. All the stores here seem,to be of a higher 

’ standard than those.in other sections oftowmn. They are more 

> appealing to. the eye, have a greater variety of merchandise to 

’ select from, and and are brightly lighted. .They are also neat 
mM vand clean. 

/ We went from one,store to another, browsing around, pricing | 
‘some of the goods... The prices of ordinsry. goods. like handkerchiefs 
» ‘end lady's Purses would make your hair stand on edges. The 

| ehighest.prices-on merchandise are goods that are manufactured 

) in. the.U,Ss,: An ordinary, can of -taleum powder (10 ¢ size) cost 
1$250,00. Cost #90.00 to develop one negative. $250.00 for one 

)) photo to be.made (smaller tian di OSM CAL er 6 ea Oa 


) (We didn't» stay. in.that section of town very long, because it 
» was getting late. We did go beck many times afterward and 

me teieit it. | age 
a One Sunday afternoon I happened to run into. a typical Chinese 
’ . funeral: procession, ..I have often heard from_my folks.of the 
D.elaborate;fumerals of China. Now I hac’ a chence to see one. 
From afar I heard the strange wailing of mourful music. It 
+ got louder and louder, until the music became quite clear, 
then fT saw a large group of people, dressed in dark blue or 

_ black, walking on the street. There were three musicians, all 
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(That's 
Deg peat: as. ee to it as I can come in the aaecreyt eng ect were 
ane all. fiddling away nonchalantly without any interest in what they 

_ were doing. Right behind them came.quite a large crowd of people, 
Med it, dressed in dark sombre colors. I,noticed that there were. 
‘quite a few child in the group. although I doubted very much 

‘a they knew wha $f ere doing. 


ey a Ppenind this crowd there followed many autos, some of them Bes 

oa new, I was rather surprised. Inside of each auto sat a quiet 

esl (Sad looking person, maybe two. .Evidently the dead man was a om ke 
- well- to-do person. Behind the autos followed another group of 
people, most of them holding black umbrellas over their head§ 
Whether this was to to keep to sun out, or whether it was part — 
of the custom in a funeral procession, I do not know. But this 
mast. group of persons, I noticed, seemed a little more depressed, 
. and one of .two of the ladies, occasionally wiped their eyes «~ 
_ with a small handkerchief... Behindithis came the coffin. But. 
before this, I should Say, was. the picture of the dead man, tm 
carried by four coolies.. The picture wes encaséd in a rolden 
frame. On long ribbons were written meny Chinese characters. 

_ The phote showed aman who. was.about,40 years.old, dressed in rt 
an American-made suit, high forehead, and wearing a pair of dark 9) 
rimmed glasses. He had an intelligent face, and evidently was . 

a merchant,, or even perhaps, a acholar. Behind the picture 
followed another group of people, and -a.couple automobiles, 
Now we come to the coffin. . It was no doubt. an. expensive one. 
The coffin was placed upon a rectangular board. Four long poles 
protuded from each corner, and. these poles. were placed upon 
the shoulders of four, coolies shocker were carrying the coffin. 
The flat platform on which the coffin was placed had many small 
_ thin boards which were builé into a sort of frame work of squares, | 

' each one about two feet square. In other words, the coffin was 
' inside of a framework of openings. This framework of criss-cross _ 

_. boards was about seven feet high, and. from the top of it, flowers 
of many colors and varieties: flowed down. in.a graceful sweep, 
Rearectiy behind. the coffin came four person, dressed completely 
in, white.” Three were women, one was a man. The woman had a 
1 te eloth on ton of her head which drooped all the way GOWN ae 
and covered her eyes. . Her hands were gripping tightly to a white 

anderkerchief which was, pressed against, her’ face... She was 
dressed in flowing white gowns,. and one of,her arms was entwined 
to the arms of another woman, who. too,.was. dressed.in. white. 

uty the othes side of the widow was another woman in white. The 
one singlé,who was in white,was a few paces behind the the. three 
_ women. Behind the group in. white.came another group. of Peohees 
age ald in dark blue. or black. . : 


ae procession went. through thé different streets in the city, 
Eo the SaQd music trailing away in the distance. Then it disappeared, 
coke saw it no more. 
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£ _ Perhaps you may like to know something of the life as we lived 
Pa - 4dtvhere. I don't believe that I have ever mentioned it in my 
other previous letters. 


3 “First of all,.we are in the very midst of a eraveyard. ‘On'‘at 


least three sides, the graves of dead men surround us. Some | 

~~ of the resting places of the dead men are very simple. They 
~~ consist only of a plain piece cf flat stone, stuck into the © 
ground. The stone is bare, with no designs nor names on it. 
Under this stone a dead man ligs at rest, we hope. Some of the 
graves are a little more elaborate. They consist of a brick-like 
structure, either round or square, with a heavy stone door on 
which is written in big letters the name of the departed soul. 

we | Deeside of the docr, usually on both sides, there is a big 

' smooth black stone, and on it is neatly cut’ the life story 

ieee a OL,the dead man. 

ere! There is one peculisr thing that happens almost every night © 4 
_ here. Not fam from here there is a little house which evéry 
_ night plays the strangest end sa music that I ever,heard. — 

_ Sometimes in the middle of the night,at about two or three 

> ~AzME the music would come trailing over the night air; it 

‘oe “4s a strange, sad, wailing music at that. I never found out 

what it is supposed to be, until one day someone told me that 

it was..to chase the dead spirits away. 


Each night the music isthe same. It stains out wea high 
wailing tone, then it gets a ittle lower, then it wails and 
eries terribly. Sometimes this goes on for hours, for ,example; 
from two a:m: until about four of five a: mz: in ‘the morning. 

.In the quiet of the night, when the night is dark, anc the 

air is lonely, hearing that music. et—tert brings on an 

eerie and uncomfortable feeling. Now that I have gotten used 
to it, ,it sort of lulls a person to sleep, if he happens to 
wake up in the middle of the night. 


on 
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_ © I must. tell you of the day when we struck the coffin of | 
two dead men. It came about in a curious way. The middle section 
' of the read leading up to our camp is’ very steep, and there are /\ 
ss times when our trucks can hardly go up without terrible straining — 
' on.the engine. One day someone had the bright idea of bringing 
' the hump down about three or four feet, so that the road would 
- not be so steep. We started early in the morning, working with 
pick and shovel; the hours went by. Slowly but gradually the 
road became more level. It seemed then that thére was no reason 
to continue on. But a few hard working soldiers deciced that 
"  £the road should be dug down at least a foot more. The sergeant 
+ in chargeeidently agreed. So we started digging again. Almost 
'_. £dmmediately cne worker dug out a broken rice bowl. Then another 


are worker dug up still another bowl. Some of the older Chinese 
_ boys who knew something of Chinese customs said that without 
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Maou Gs ae was dead Seewee puried very close to here, pet ad 
Bis an nid opinion, we should not disturb the dead. But everybody | 

- kept on digging. Soon one of the workers who was swinging a | 
ie ie par pick, hit something that made his pick bounce. He had hit aa 
a large slab of heavy stone. We dug that flat stone Ups ee 

| ‘Wes square, of a dark dull gresnish gray color, besutifully — 
Carved with fancy désigns and pictures As far as I was able 
to see, ‘there was no writing on it. One of the Chinese boys . 
‘said, "T con't think we shculd dig anylower. I am certain” ier 
ma that’ there is a dead man right under the heavy stones." B 

‘now, most of the diggers became terribly curious. One of them 

B caaaa. "Well, if Smith or Jones tor whatever Ais name is down aes 
there, ‘let's dig him out and bury him somewhere else, War is) |. 
ce war. "He immediately started to dig. Others followed him to. 


Very” soon we dug up more of the flat stones, éach one just es 
as fancy and elaborate as the first,one.° Hach’ piece of stone | 
was about three feet by four feet, retangular shape. After 
“all the stones were dug up, it was ¢ very easy matter. to get eA 
“to the coffin. It was about & couple of inches under the Last). 
stone. About thits time the air around us had a slightly ee 
bad odor. Some of the Chinese boys whe were very superstitious 
went. Gf away. They didn't want to look or have anything to a 
do with disturbing a dead man at rests One American boy who... 
was terribly curious end rather excited at the sight of 4 dead. 
man's resting place: shouted: suddenly," We‘can, look into ther.) 
Pecoffin,;"sfor his. sharp eyes had noticed sn opening in the cheap 
wooden’ box where the wood» has rotted away. «He bent down and a 
‘pressed his eyes. against the hole in the box. Then he stuck el ae 
"his nose in-and took-a deep breath.- "It doesn't smell bade at. oo is 
all," he told us. Thot last set of his almost made us wince, iu 
"There's a skeleton in there," he she pied excitedly, as though? 
one" had ‘made ‘a sudden discovery. Then he told us that there was. i 
' clothes on the dead man, but’ much of them had rotted away. a So 
Jokingly, some-of the boys seid to, him,?>"Justi you wait un We BS 
onight when some unseen hands will lift you out of bed end ey 
“deposit. you somewhere else. Smith or Jones, or whatever his, 
; -neme is, is not going to let you alone for disturbing him Lie 
; his. You. just mark my word end see what's going to hanpen to. 
2 you." He: just laughed, and kept: looking in the bora: 
The sergeant in charge decided ‘hat perhaps it’ is best torlet™ 
"01d Man Smith" lay where he was. So we took back two of. the 
“heavy stones, laid them on top of the box, covered the whole . 
thing wp with a few inches of dirt, and called it a day. Poor 
end Eh, We walked on top of him every day, going up or down. 
eee road. ‘The trucks vonted over him. . The rain soaked into 
him. May his body rest in Peace! | i 


- ieee the time we were cleaning out eur area, we called curselves 
ithe, Slee CCG. “At: the time we were fixing the road, we called 
eae the a e% Engtncens: Now we are the 2lst Grave Robbers! 


si 
ite 


Tet 
; yy. 


x 1 Bs t 
eae ns he 


eee 
' 


aeeaha arn 


Se |) ee eer FP. ee me ort) ee ted j j , a 


ue Hy Nee 
od 
ey i. 4 2 : : RY oS 2 = 
aire here, in. Conpaitsder to the one ve Tived: in Indie, ee 
' eet and very much better. As I said before, b.SRey 
eather there alone is worth the trip from India. The only ae 
shane Goal ‘cold: is: when we wake pa early in the ripe The 
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a is erm in China that we see: our first running hot wate sfinee 
the day we left the United Statesy When I first took 4 hot 
shower: over here, it was just like’a: comfortable luxury. We have 
Bee rer: who sweep our rocms, make our beds, pick up our laundry, 
. the food is served right under our noses in regular cups and? ai 
_ dishes. We eat fresh food and vegetables, with very little can — 
P geeds..- Go to movies three nights a week. Have electric light 
nour tent. -And we study’ Mandarin three nights a week. Lite 
ny Like this so” fer. How much longer at will be like this is’ 
hard to prodils | . 
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0 send: ONey fone each month, — Mobantiy I sent Fou 4 photo ee 
_ taken) in Chinas’ It, costs like'hellto have a photo taken, 
“bat: theat’sitheaway things are. If you want a thing bad enough, 
ef you just dig in and pay. 
ee There is.one: impression about. this part of China which I just 
sf can't.get over yet. > That is the incr tenneié way in which the 
>. people get (things done or undone. Take for instance, a simple 
Tithing like a bus ride. There is no such thing as riding a bus © 
. in-an.orderly way. First come, first serve, that is the motto. 
If you happen to be a woman, if you have to stand, well, lady, |" 
you. just stand, and that's that. The peovle ride in bus ,denser 
*e than sardines in a can of overflowing olive oil, I can never 
forget the day I.was in the city, and I tried to catch a bus, 
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» the passengers to come out. All the windows were open. ey 
ore the bus was ‘half. emptied, the crowd on the outside bega 

a battle to gét in. Many of the more energetic climbed sy 
“of the open windows. The ingcing passengers, fighting: (sty 
to get in, secon blocked all the way, that the remaining 

od the oute 

‘pushing this way: the other group was pushing the other way. 
ult, everybody was pushing, nobody able to cet in or come oues 
i either group was wilbing: to bive the other’ one freedom of wag 
he Bika aaae impatinnt man who was stuck on the inside for so ‘ 
long, gave one final plunge and stormed hic way out of there. 

‘ The. rest. of..the passengers followed him out. 


flenisaliowed: the batile to see whé¢ getg the first seat firs 
on eEeved the women out of the wayS They elbowed everybody 


) It came tova step witha full .load, with passengers flowing outy J 
nm the steps md the sides, There ds a very little narrow dooms a 


oming passengers was unable to get out. One eroun 
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ady brought in two chickens. They, strangely enough, remained ~ 
quiet throughout the trip. Another man brought in a large te 
sy patkage which took up the room of three persons,. A baby . i: 


srying terribly, so the mother unloosened her garment, revealing ~ 
nice soft white breast which the baby hungrily grasped with its 


th, For some strange reason, an old woman was burning one joss 
k after another, filling the stuffy car with a peculiar odor. 


busses go about ten or fifteen miles an hour, and: sometimes | 
-from one side of the uneven road to the other. No matter — 
erowded the busses are, somehow they alvays manage to crowd — 


just one more person. . vos. ia 


veling on the road from here to, there, there is « creat dee 


All types of vehicles, 211 modes of travel % 
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"two rubber wheels, several strong beams of wood running parallel 
to each other, and a small short horse at the front. These |.) .- 
“earts" are used for transporting anything from human beings to; 
‘hauling bricks. Oftentime I see the old farmers and their wiv: 
Weweand children riding so nonchalantly on the top of this crude — a 
Soy) little vehicle. . ; | ‘Gh Saree 


' Over the road travel, too, 1940 Chevrys, Buicks, GI trucks; 
 bycdcles, motorcycles, jeeps, station wagons, anc hand-made 
- vehScles of all types and designs, holding from two to ten 
persons, depending on how big the behicle Leis 
The people whe travelSs on the road are just as different as the ss) 
types.of vehicles which traverse’ over it. “The old farmers! wives 
browned and hardened by wind , rain, and sun, dressed in thela 
 thitck clothes of black and blue, with a wide straw heat on) 4am 
top of their heads, and often with a heavy load of wocd or “ae 
' bushes strung to their backs, make an interesting picture on geaae 
the dusty road, against a background of thinky- wooded hills ;and= @ 
mountains, Poor peasants, usually without shoes or socks, ‘Paaia am 
the road everywhere. Small children run sround in clothes whe 
rery revealing. The "behind" is revealed, while the res 
) red up in = most unique costume. 
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Slag : The? women, too, have a. |) 
é habit of tying up their heads with a prece of clothyi 
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and children, every morning going down to the wells or streams, 

or Trivulets, carrying two wooden buckets slung over their shoulders; 
pedin* the streans ‘the people stop to wash their feet, their ¢lothes, 
their vegetables. They dip the buckets into the same water and 


carry them home for use, . 
With hhe exception of ‘the beggars and street urchins, ‘he rest of 
' the people, no matter "how poor they may be, or how ‘crude the 
house ‘they live «in; somehow, ‘they ‘never give the impression of 
ed@ilth and cirtewhich ‘the people of India seem to nassess in a 
tclarge degree, | " | 


There :‘Esistillyso much more that DT ‘want to tell you.” But all 
things have \to end ‘sometime, 


 weite write more inthe next: letter. 


Tait the next letter, 
Note tec censor: 


Sorry.totake up your time.’ It 
won't happen again,» I. hope, 
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| KUNMING, CHINA 
’ 27 July 1945 


Dear Professor Radin: 


Although it has been an extremely long time since I last 
wrote to you, and although I had told you that I probably will 
not send another letter until I hear: from ‘you, I find myself 
started on another letter which I hope you will find time to 
acknowledge. Since you do not usually stay put,it is my guess 
that you have been traveling around to different parts of the 
country, and the letters have a hard time catching up with vou. 


Outside of my letters and a short account of my travels 
which I had kept since the day I first came into the Army, I 
had not the ambition or time to write anything else. Even those 
long letters which I used to be able to dash off at random have 
become almost impossible to write. Perhaps I have hit a vacuum 
which everyone experiences now and then, and which sometime in 
the future I may look back as an interesting exnerience. Instead 
of spending my time getting writer's cramp, I have been spending 
most of my spare moments studying one subject after another 
to kill the monotony of doing nothing. 


Mrs. de Fremery had written lettdrs to me in the past, 
and of course, I am always glad to hear from her. I find that 
after all these years, I am still able to read letters in a ; 
foreign language. Have you had a chance to see her at all 
recently? 
@ 


Be certain to say a cheerful hello to lirs. Radin. Is she 7 
still working at her old job? Or has she joined the ranks of | 
the war workers in the plants? 


Several times in the past I have requested that you 
send me a copy of the journal in which you told me you had ey | 
submitted several of the tales and stories. I would like so 
much to see how they read. If you can do this little favor - | 
for me, I would appreciate it so much. : 


Although I have given up reading for many many months, 7 
I find myself going back to bedtime reading again. In the past Ni 
several weeks, have finished several novels, short stories, 
and numerous magazine articles. Have even indulged in several 
mystery stories which I never used to care for. If and when I 
ever start to read western stories, then you can be certain I 
am ready to go back to civilian life. 


In a copple of weeks I will have completed my twenty-fifth 
month of overseas service. In many ways this period away from 
home is quite an experience, and not as rough and rugged as expected. 
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st whi measure, to tens fied that I got away 

) old t+ I came over with, and got into an office which 
kind of work similar to what I used to do in the 

idio back home. For this reason the time passes reasonably . 
and I do met, feel like I dtd when I was with the 2lst F.H. 


memo = .Ariny life is still not the life for me. No doubt many 

- others feel the same way too. I can hardly wait for the day when 

it can don my civilian clothes and go back to my former work, which 
_ i now have completely forgotten. My old boss, the Captain, had 
» been transferred, rather I should s ay promoted, but he writes 

ie me frequently, so I am in touch with the latest going-ons in- 
Sat Saath to the. department. 

4 “aes 
A , - The other day I was Lragindt how long this war has lasted 
ig Hadready , and it brought back to my mind a talk I had with you 
not long after I went into the Army. It was my opinion then that 

the war would last at least five years. Now it is 1945 and the 
oe war still seems a long way from terminating. Perhaps I wasn't so 
far wrong after all. If it wasn't for this war, everything would 
have been so different. Perhaps I might even have gone back to : 
the work I did wien working for you, but now all these many 
yearg have gone and passed, and I do not know whether I can 
ever get the enthusiasm and desire which is so necessary for 
me to go back to it. . 


‘ I do not remember for sure just exactly where I left off 
in that series of long letters I wrote to you. ‘Since I have 
-moré or less stayed at the same location since my arrival here, 
6 I naturally ran out of material to write about, and that was my 
_ main reason for that long period of silence during which time 

I wrote nothing but short V-Mail to everyone. 


Ef 1, ie ap 
ale From all indications at present it appears as if I shall 
__—-_~-spend another Christmas holiday in China. I can remember so well 

- the last Christmas we had. I believe it is permissible to say this, 
- gince it is passed and gone, that we spent a pretty cold and dreary. 
- Christmas eve then. Almost five hours we spent out in the cold 
and wind before we got word that allwasclear. We had beer and 
turkey the next day, and thus, another Christmas had come and gone. 


# 


But so Sande for all that. 


ie -Ajthough ee ainiiauresy strange and foreign when I first 
ected here, I have gotten used to it to a certain degree by 
ow. Sights and scenes which once were strange and unusual ¢ 5H 
sre now accepted as commonphace and have a familiar "fitted-to- z 
scene" look about it. No doubt Kunming will be greatly oa 
the years go on, but certain aspects of the life here will 4 
in comparatively unchanged despite the advent of modern ee 
yences. The farm and interior life have gone m these many 
the f mer and their folks toiled as before, and 
in hfe. seemed me hevGo° ‘obtain sufficient 
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food to fill their bodies, and a place over their head, and clothes 
to wear. The peasantis really the people of the land, the people 
of China. 
{ F 

It is startling to note the «antagonistic attitude of the 
majority of the soldiers toward the natives, as a whole. In many 
Ways this is brought about by a too closely comparison of the 
country here and the country back home. In some instances perhaps 
there is good reason for the justification of an attitude which 

is somewhat less than friendly. 


The filth and poverty overwhelmingly apparent in the 
Kunming region have brought about a great deal of black market 
activities and a wide scale indulgence of goods and articles 
disappearing into nowhere. Much of these land up in the shop 
windows in the city where fabulous prices are paid for then. 
in view of the fact that many of the so called "luxury items" 
come from the hands of the GI, and in some cases stolen from 
them, it is not difficult to come to the conclusion that no one 
but thieves dwell in the land. Ina vicinity of economic chaos 
where the bard necessity of keeping alive is utmost in the minds 
of the starving populace, there is no doubt that activities of 
this sort arerunning rampant. In one way it is unfortunate, for 
first impression is always formed when a stranger meets another 
stranger, or when a person visits another country, for the first time. 


The backward, poor region of Yunnan is what may be called 
China's "Tobacco Road." Here instead of the poor whites, as the 
people are commonly called in the Georgia backwoods, we see the 
"laopaising" or the common man. They seem destined to stay on 
the land like their fathers, and their fathers' fathers before 
them. 


The women and young girls are hard workers. In fact most 
of the rice planting are done by them, and during the harvest 
season, they come out in flocks and work all day long in the 
fields, half-bent, like a living scarecrow, moving leisurely 
across the width of the field. These women and young girls 
are strong and sturdy, no doubt about that. I haveé,old women, 
whose faces are wrinkled from the wind and sun, and who are 
able to carry heavy loads on their backs which even many of 
us who are younger, are unable to endure. 


The little children are playful and have a habit of 
following GI's around, yelling "Ding Hao" and sticking their 
thumbs in the air. It is a very common scene, this, and I am 
quite certain that wherever there are soldiers, this scene is 
reanacted everywhere. 


Where there are soldiers there are bound to be the evil i 
and the bad. And of course, Kunming is no exception. The usual 
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_ Saturday night crowd, and the week-end pleasure seekers can 
find sufficient wine, women and song, just as anywhere else. 
There is the usual out-of-bound district, and certain in-bound 
restaurants. Frankly, the most interesting food is not served 

in the so called in-bound restaurant, but at little small restau- 
rants away from the crowded sections of town. The little 
provincial restaurants served odd unusual dishes, many of which 

T have never seen or tasted before. The dishes are usually | 
double the average portion served at restaurants back home. 

I remember so well the first time I went to one of these provincial 
restaurants. Because I did not know then how large the dishes 
were, i naturally ordered too much. That meal cost me and a 
friend of mine about six thousand dollars (Chinese) and we could 
not finished it. The second time we went to another one of 

these restaurants we just ordered half of what we would order, 
and in this way we got exactly just what we needed. 


In most of these restaurants the custom of passing small 
towels tétthe people after they have finished their meals are 
peing followed. In some of the smaller restaurants, it is more 
interesting to watch the people eating than concentrating on one's 
food. It seems to be a habit with almost all the Yunnanese to 
make as much noise while eating as they possibly can. Especially 
in a shop where noodles are served. ‘When the restaurant is filled, 
and everybody is eating noodles, well- it's a sound that is not 
easily forgotten. The noodles really sound good: 


While wandering around town one evening I came across 
a small open air theater where old Chinese stage shows were 
presented nightly. This evening I decided to give it a try 
and see if there is any difference in the method of presentation 
as compared to those given in San Francisco and New York. This 
Groupe is a small theatrical troupe, and does not have any big 
name stars. A ticket for one of the better seats cost #700.00. 


The stage was a rigged-up affair, just barely big enough 
for not more than four or five persons to be standing. together 
at one time. Several msicians were cleverly nlaced on the right 
side of the stage. Scenery and props were lacking in elaborateness 
and dazzling flashy colors which are the main attractions of 
Chinese dramas back in the States. Our tickets stated that 
eight p:m was the opening time for the play. Knowing Chinese time 
from experience, I deliberately went in about twenty minutes 
late., As expected, the play had not yet started, and the 
carpenters. were busily nailing the scenery behind the curtain. 


3 _ The theater itself was nothing more than a spacious 
backyard of a home. A large sloping roof jutted out and formed 
a sweeping cover overhead. The benches were placed very closely 
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_one sees anything different for the first time. Then there ig 
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together, and once everyone had seated himself, and someone in 
te of the erowd wanted to get out, then everyone seated 
near him would have to get up go out into the aisle, before he 
could get out. 


As in all Chinese drama, usually the crowd of spectators 


are more interesting than the drama itself. At’frequent intervals 


the din and noise of people mumbling and conversing drowned: out 
what Was going on,on the stage. Cigarette men and tea men walked 
up and down the aisle selling their wares. Old men coughing 
loudly would spit on the floor with a loud sound, and then smear» 
the expectoration with the feet, leaving a clear wet spot where 
iteonce was. 


As in all large Chinese crowd, particularly in this section, 
the odor of unwashed clothes and bodies are apparent. I have 
been told that many of the Yunnanese do not take a bath except 
when they are first born, then when they are married, and then 
again at their death when their bodies are washed before burial. 
Perhaps this is a tall-tale, but judging from the appearances of 
many, there seems to be a little truth in the story. 


The: dramas, as presented here, is no different from 
the ones we see back home, as far as the acting is concerned. 


Chinese drama is so stylized, that if you see one, you will have 


seen them all. There is but one way to portray grief, ore way to 
portray comedy, one way to portray action. Down through the ages 
there is but very little change, if any, in the way of walking 
across the stage, the manner to sit down, and the way to come 

onto the stage. Although I'm no authority on Chinese msic it 
seems to me that during the years there has come a change in the 
tempo and rhythm of the Chinese operatic music, This change is 
only slight, but clearly discernible, and I think, a light improve- 
ment over the old style classical music. 


One of the main faults of the Chinese opera, I think, is a 
the leisurely pace of the actkon, and occasionally the great length 
in which a small situation is stretched out, and the long, 
continuous singing. To most people who are used to quick staccato 
action, the first impression of an old drama comes as a long : 
drawn out bore, after the first few moments of excitement when 


the monotony of the music which makes every sentencegyphrase 

sound the same. The reason for this can easily be explained. 

As there is a certain st¥le in portraying a mood or emotion, so 
there is a certain way of singing a song. A happy song is sung in 
a certain tune; a sad song is sung in a certain tune; end a love 
Song is sung in a certain tune. The words of each song are 
different, of course, but the tune of a certain type of a song 

is always the same. 


Now if a person has seen a drama in which the different basic 
emotions are portrayed, he will have heard all the different types. 
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ort, he oes to Rather drama more or ase $amilar 
e he fae ust seen, then he will have to sit through 
more or less Similar to the previous one. 


aaa Plays last about five hours which is the ordinary length 
Gis. most Cantonese plays. In the Kunming region, because of 

desk of facilities, and also because of the scarcity of Cantonese, 

_ the play is cut down to three hours. In a way this is an 

ee a _ improvement, for naturally, in the cutting down, most of the 

a, ie ery long songs and scenes are. completely eliminated. 
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The play we saw that night was the first one I saw 
since I've been in China. It was the fifth chapter of a play 
entitled-"The Prince»of the Barbarous Country." And like most 
_ Chinese dramas, it deals with the once upon a time when kingdoms 
and dynasties ruled the "Middle Kingdom." 


Jp The ‘provincial play, as presented here, is slightly 
different from the Cantonese plays. All the singing and 

_ talking are presented in Mandarin, and the plays are short, 
_ about an hour long, and during the course of the evening, About on 
three or four plays are presented at one time. 


Vaueliy not more than three or four characters are involved 
in the presentation of a short play, and in most cases not more 
than two are on the stage during the whole length of the play. 


Just several:weeks: ago we attended a drama presented 
_ here on the post. It was a series of four short plays. One of 
them was a sad play; one of them was a love story, one was a 
drama of conflict. In this three hour period, we saw the variety 
of plays which are usually presented when the occasion arises 
i to put on a demonstration. All ranges of emotion and feeling 
ay were demonstrated against a bBtark background of music, and ~ 
je scenery which consistéd of nothing more than a couple of chairs 
Beaty and a table. Thus the drama of the ages flits across the stage 
ion © ae. WALLS probably go on, unchanged, as always in the future. 
Siaaeue so. much for. that. 
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| Another little item which may interest you are the poor 
desolate beggars who obtain money by a very unique manner. 
The amountoof beggars in the vicinity is extremely small, 
in view of the wide scale poverty of this region. Once in a 
_ --—~—s while, we see a poor thin man - or woman who comes right out 
and tegsin the ordinary manner. In most other cases the 
} technique 4s more unique. I ran across many cases in the streets 
Br ery Kunming of this sort. Usually we see several people, 
 raggad and dirty, with a hungry hollow look in their eyes. 
£ Sometimes they will be muttering incoherent sounds or muttering 
Diste aud: ie ape a fad ie gd asi Next to where they sit, right on 
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the sidewalk, written in ehalk,will be a story of desolation and 


_ tragedy that have tefall¥en upon these peoples. Very few of the 


_ passer-bys show any degree of sympathy. Many will stop and look 
and read the written characters leisurely, then shoot a quick 
_ glance at the group lying or sitting on the sidewalk, and then 


just aa quickly go away. 


Another interesting scene is the sidewalk fortune tellers. 
For a sum, ranging from a mere pittance to a large amount of 


“Money, a person can listen to his past, present and future and 


Know about health, love, fortune and any other subject. Many times 
I am tempted to pay something just to listen out of curiosity, and 


the only thing that detained me is that I still cannot understand 


what the man is saying without the aid of an interpreter. 


One thing did not change is my movie habit. Although I 
used to*s terrific movie fan, the lifelin the Army has made me even 
more sO. see an average of at least five movies a week, three 

in camp andtwo in the city. Only after almost two years in 
China, I am finally catching up with the shows which Iwuld 
ordinarily have seen back in civilian life. 


The theaters are, of course, not so elaborate or modern 
aS those bakhome, but all things considered, até fairly comfortable. 
I guess I mst have mentioned to you in one of my previous letters 
about the difficultyin getting a titket for the show. It is not 
a cage of first come, first serve, but the first to shove to the 
head of the line,the first to get. You will never see such 
shoving or pushing in your life. In most cases in order to get 
into a theater, a person will have to buy a ticket through the 
black market, which in most cases, mean paying from two to three 
times the usual amount for a seat. Strange, though , over here 
balcony seats are worth more, and for what particular reason, 
I do not not know for sure. 


The movies are not continuous, but are shown complete- 
at two hour shifts. I guess it's an old Chinese custom, but 
the movie fans have a annoying habit of coming in late, after the 
lights are nut, and usually the first twenty minutes of the 


“film are lost to the audience by the noise of people looking for 


Seats in the dark,wthe constant pushing and squeezing into the 
aisle by everyone. Another annoying habit is the bringing of 
small tots and babies into the show. No need to mention that 


. they have an uncanny ability to bawl and cry at the most interesting 


moment of the film. Still another thing, the audience talk and. 
jabber like a group of chattering parrots. 


July 7 was a Chinese holiday. It was the end of the Sth year 
of the Sino-Japanese war. We had to work half a day that day, 
but in the middle of the afternoon another friend and I decided 
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We came into the city without being conscious of it. . 
One moment we were on the outskirts, and tefore we knew it, houses 


and streets came into into view, and we were in a part of the 
city which I never had occasion to visit. before. In this part 


of the city we came across many churches and places of worship. 


: The first thing that hit our eyes was: the number of 
flags displayed everywhere. As far as the eye can see, the 
Chinese Nationaliflag hung from every window ledge, a stream of 
red, white and blue. The crowd swarmed all over the streets 
and foot traffic was slowed down to a snail's pace. There was 
to be a parade in town, we were told, and already on the main 
streets of the city, spectators were lining up three deep to 
wait for it to start. It was my intention to watch the parade, 
but my companion wanted to go to a movie, so to the movie we 
went, although I would have much preferred to see the parade. 
So thus, in this way, we spent a National Holiday over here. 


Not being by habit a wanderlust, I nevertheless, found 
myself taking a trip not too long ago. I visited a Rest 
Lamp located up in the mountains about several hours time from 
camp. We had to go by train. This was my first train ride in 
China, and it was quite an experience. I rode six days on a 
train in India, and it was an experience which I would not like 
to go through again. I have never ridden a train in China for 
this length of period, so could not make any comparison at all. 
However, if this one day trip is any indication, then I am sure 
that I would not care to spend any length of time in re. 


On the morning of trip we all gathered at the train station — 


at the precise time the train was to go. Even on a train schedule 
"Chinese time" seems to take precedence, and thestrain started 

a quarter of an hour late. It ran at a snail's pace, in compari- 
son to the fast moving ones back home. 


This train was reserved espeeially for Americans, so before, 


we boarded it, it was. completely empty. Toward the end of the trip 


it was an entirely story, as you will see later on. ‘The two 
Cars reserved for us were nothing more than just plain box cars, 
_but over here, they are considered what may appropriately be 
‘called "pullmans." Benches run parallel to the walls of the 
Car on both sides, and one long bench is placed in the middle. 
Windows are paneless. A contraption similar to s small sliding 
door performs the task of having or not having a window in the 
cars. A strong steady pull on the sliding panel will reveal 

a large open space on the wall, and one does not have to know 
the $64.00 question to know that this is a window. This window 
is large and spacious, and one can look out and see as far as 
the eyes can travel. 


I was especially cager for the train to get going, for 
I have read an article in the China Latern, about how interesting 
the trip was, about the beautiful scenery one will encounter. 
hithe: trip Later proved to be an interesting one, not because of 
_ the Scenery, but because of what I saw during the aqurse of the 
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trip which will linger in my memory for a long time, as a scene 
so typical of China, especially of this part of the country. 


Even before the trip started the civilians were trying 
dike mad to get on the train, to go at least part goward their 
destination, if not all the way. Many of the civilians were 
very well dressed; some were ragged who carried large quantities 
of wares and merchandise in wicker baskets. They swarmed around | 
; like bees in a hive, but at every entrance to the cars they were 
firmly repulsed by the car attendants. However, a couple managed 
to get in by some clever way and they rode for three-fourths of 
the way before they gotcoff. 


The train pulled ott feebly like an old woman gatheringr her 
last strength, but atcgaine little momentum as it went on. 
We cleared the outshirts of the city, and came into a wide expanse 
of rice fields. These fields are everywhere as far as the eye\e 
can see. Take away the rice fields and all that is left will brown 
earth, mud huts, mountains and hills. At rare intervals we ca 
see a large corn field growing, the green stalks sturdy and strong 
in the sunlight. As I watch these endless miles of green fields 
rolling eontinuously onwards, I cannot help but get a feeling that 
everything here, no matter how important, is submerged by the power 
of the land, the "good earth" as is so popularly called. 


If it isn't for the land and the crops, the people will | 
have nothing to look forward to, and of course, nothing to do. 


We passed several trains coming from the opposite direction. 
To say that the people were packed like sardines is putting it 
mildly. They sat on top of the trains, hanging precariously 
along the sides, the back, the front. ivery erack and crevice 
which could accommdédate a body had at least one, more often two. 
Chickens, fruits, vegetables, and a wide variety of commodities 
overflowed everywhere. The longer the train stopped at a station 
the more people got in. They climbed in from the outside windows, 
from the back, from the front, and loud arguments ensued when an 
occupant refused to allow a newcomer to squeeze into the place 
which he had fought so strenuously to obtain. 


It was like watching an interesting comedy to see the crowd 

clamoring into the train, pushed out of the train, fighting like 
mad to protect the little space acquired for the journey. Perhaps 
it ig a habit over here, I don't know for sure, but the people 
seem to relish in public bruwlSsand arguments. They love to create ° 
a loud squabble and center attention on themselves and then wait® 

for the middle man to come forward and settle everything, so that 

® nobody on either side would lose face. 


These public arguments are,very frequent occurences in China. 
T have seem them take place in movid theaters, in the streets, in 
restaurants, and on the trains. The Chinese themséaives seem to 
think nothing of it, but whenever something like this takes place, 
swell, it becomes a field day for all the GI's,and they crow around 
ort as interested spectators. 
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| ticular fraie, for instance, the same thing took 

herever and whenever we stopped the crowd would rush: 
us, many trying desperately to get a free ride, others 
g up to the sides of the car selling fresh peaches, hot 
iled eges; peanuts, and cigarettes. 


2% 


Because American personnel were inside the cars, Chinese 
civilians were not allowed to share the cars, since theyarere C0 uti 
reserved. So what they did wes to climbés on top of the main 
“engine, into the coal car. This was all done so quickly, so 
spontaneously that one does not become conscious of it until 

“it was all over. But we had a very firm conductor on this train. 
‘No sooner had they got on when Meee, were yanked off just as 
Ply 


And believe mé, it was not an easy job to make the 

We people. come down, once they are firmly entrenched, we might 

- say, in their individual spot. More often than not, they 
have to be pushed down, or alse yanked down very roughly. 

; Yog 

4% \. However, soon we were on our way again. The last few 
stations we stopped at were not as bad as the first few where 
we stopped. We cut across more and more rice fields. ‘Ye were 
_ slowly gaining altitute. Far below we saw a huga blue lake 

' which snakes around the foot of numerous hills. The train eines 
_ onwards like a crawling eaters t tAage Low we began to see a 

_ little more, trees. 


aT 


ae Most of the hills in this region are as. bare as the domes. 
. of the middle aged man who sit in the first row of the burlesque 
house. So it is very rare that one can see trees in any great 
quantity. ; 
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pee Ve passed many small villages and towns on the way. And 
oe everal small railroad stations. After an almost three hour 
oe trip we transferred to-a bus which poet an additional half an hour 
Oded exe us to the chan wiry: fi 
.* a In some ten ob now that we got here, we feel a slight 
et pin uscre, - Perhaps we expected too much of a vacation spot. oi 
True, there are the tennis court, a big lake to swim and go 
boating in, a good side basketball court, and a wide expanse of 
water and land for the sport enthusiast to wander around in. 
OA person can stay here for a day or two and have a good time, 
pbut. itp is not a place which a person would be reluctant to leave. 


My: friend and I spent the whole day fishing. Result: 3 

. sm : However , it was good to breathe the clean open ; 

though it was a gray dreary day. ‘The trip back Vat 
Irs ae Fs. Te ak We came back not too refresheds 
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and sights in China. However, 


urse, will consider themselves as some sort of authorit 
is country. ye ; 

~ The filth and poverty they have seen will linger in their 
smories. All the unfavorable maniféstations of a country at 
war, such as the wide scale black market, thievery, fantastic 
prices of ordinary articles will recall incidents which many 
would like to forget rather than remember. The calmness and 
slowness of the people as a whole is interpretered as dullness 


and inability to adapt themselves to modern ways and means. 


-~—-—s«* Yet there must be another side of China which we all have 
read and heard about, the land of the scholars, the fine arts, 

_ the silks, but which many of us had not yet had the chance to see. 
el’. ah ; ‘ 

=f Perhaps after the war even the "Tobacco Road" of China 

- may experience many changes which will no doubt have a great 
effect in the future of these peoples. For it cannot be said 
that people who never had a chance or the opportunity to study 

or learn will not be able to learn, or that they will not be able 
_ to advance forward. It may take time, but already, it can safely 
be said, the influence of the Western World is having its effect 
Wie ans a once backward, desolate poor region. Fifty years from now 
Mi -- Kunming will be greatly changed for the better, and the sons 
and daughters of the men and women who walk the streets today 


Bere weil 1 on the whole be better off than their father © and mothers. 
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wae _ Perhaps before this war is over many of us will have an 
‘opportunity to se ther sections of China. In this way we may 


me, Must stop now or else I may keep going forever. 
_ ' Until later, and am most anxious to know the latest from you. 
— Until then, so long, ~ : . 


COMMUNIST PARTY, DISTRICT 13 


SOMES Sule cee EN ee 

1 HEREBY APPLY FOR ENROLLMENT IN THE RANKS OF THE 

COMMUNIST PARTY. I WILL LOYALLY FIGHT FOR ITS 

AIMS IN LINE WITH ITS ESTABLISHED TACTICS AND WILL 
ACCEPT ALL ITS DECISIONS AS MY GUIDE. 
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Proposed by Signature of applicant 
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Accepted by 
Membership Committee of Unit.-..+-«-.-- Bectioiissraraseris ule District....--+. 
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NOTE: Application fee: 60c for employed; 20c for unemployed. 
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f. Pogtmaster, New York City, N.Y. 


Dr. Paul Radin 
2731 Dwight Way 


Berkeley, California 
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